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Camping with Sandburs, Scorpions, & Snakes 

Code of the West: Know your Friends & Know your Enemy  

 

Suggested Props: 

À Sandburs/Goats Heads/ Stickers or Briars 
À Dead Scorpion or a plastic toy one or a picture of Scorpion 
À Plastic Snake 
À Pull out each prop as you get to the Heading 
 

Reference:  2 Samuel 13:3 But Amnon had a friend, whose name was Jonadab, 

the son of Shimeah Davidôs brother: and Jonadab was a very subtle man. 

Introduction: 

Although we wonôt be using the Bible story today that I just read this verse from, I do want you to get the 

purpose of it. That particular story had an extremely bad ending because of a very ñsubtleò friend. Amnonôs 

ñfriendò got him into BIG trouble. 

Have you ever had ñcompanyò come to your house and then you ended up ñgetting into troubleò because 

you did what your ñcompanyò or your friend wanted to do?  

Maybe your parent[s] have told you not to turn on the TV while your company was there; or perhaps you 

werenôt allowed to play near the road, but your ñfriendò or ñcousinò talked you into doing it anyway. That can 

get you into trouble with the folks, canôt it? 

When I was a kid growing up in Southwest Oklahoma I really didnôt realize what a ñhostileò ecological 

environment it was. We had: BIG red ants; Big tarantulas; Sandburs; Scorpions; & Snakes.  

Growing up we never thought much about how unfriendly the surroundings were because we were 

accustomed to the pitfalls of daily living in southwest Oklahoma. 

Itôs kind of the same way with friends sometimes; you get so used to how things are and you 

canôt really see the situation you are in.  

Sometimes we have a hard time seeing that we are being ñtalked intoò something that we have been 

warned not to do; so we do it anyway. 

Message: 

Do you remember the story of David and Goliath?  After the young man David slew Goliath, he joined the 

army in chasing the Philistines. Jonathan, the son of King Saul, became friends with David.  

How many of you are friends with someone? How about a close friend?  



Sometimes we are blessed to have a close REAL friendship that will last a lifetime. David and Jonathan 

had one of those REAL friendships. 

Even David and Jonathanôs Real Friendship had Sandburs: 

1 Samuel 20:17 And Jonathan é loved him [David]: for he loved him as he loved his own soul. 

David and Jonathanôs type of friendship is rare: 

¶ David was already anointed King, that is, to take Jonathanôs Dadôs place eventually. 

¶ Jonathan would have been ñrightful heirò to the throne as Saulôs son. 

¶ Jonathan recognized Godôs plan and gave his heart & soul to that plan. 

¶ Jonathan was willing to put his life on the line for David. 

¶ They became ñbest friendsò instead of ñworst enemies.ò 

¶ King Saul, Jonathanôs Dad, was continually trying to KILL DAVID out of jealousy. 

¶ When Jonathan was later killed in battle; the new King David took Jonathanôs family on to raise, 

including a special needs child. 

Hereôs the story of their friendship.  

Read from 1 Samuel 20:11-42 and then decide considering your time and your audience level how much of 
the story to convey in your own words.  

This is a friendship where both David and Jonathan risk their lives for each other.  

Itôs an unselfish friendship. Throughout their years they encouraged each other; they 

corrected each other. They kept each other in Godôs will. Proverbs 27:6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend; 

but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful. 

Rehoboamôs Friendships with Scorpions  

Rehoboam on the other hand, is a prime example of camping with Scorpions. 

1 Kings 12:8 But he forsook the counsel of the old men, which they had given him, and consulted with the young 
men that were grown up with him, and which stood before him: 

After King David and his son King Solomon had passed away Rehoboam is next in line to become king.  
 
He takes the throne of Israel and the people ask for tax relief.  
 
He wisely took 3 days and consulted with his fatherôs counselors. His father, King Solomon was an 
extremely wise man, the Bible tells us. Therefore, you would expect that his counselors would be sharp 
also. Rehoboamôs fatherôs counselors offered good advice.  
 

But then, Rehoboam decided to ask his ñfriendsò of his own age. And instead of getting wise 
counsel, they gave him smart aleck answers that made him feel like he had power. 
 
The advice was so bad that it resulted in splitting the Kingdom of Israel in two. Rehoboam ended up with 
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. Another fellow named Jeroboam was made King over the other tribes. 
 



It started a civil war that lasted many generations. The advice of bad friends caused many people in Israel 
to be killed and Israel was never a great and mighty nation again. 
 
He had friendships that had the sting of a Scorpion. 

 
Friendship with Snakes 
 
 

When I was in high school there was a fellow that constantly was trying to start a fight with someone. You 
may know someone just like him.  
 
Dale was a bully!  But he was not my enemy. 
 
An enemy is someone who personally hates you and wants to ruin your reputation or even kill you.  
 
The Bible says a lot about your enemies so it appears that sometime you are going to have a real enemy.  
 

So itôs better to be prepared instead of scared. 
 
Facts you should know about your enemies: 

¶ God will fight our enemies for us: if we let him.  Psalm 54:5 He shall reward evil unto mine enemies: 

cut them off in thy truth. 

¶ God will reward us in the presence of our enemies. Psalm 23:5 Thou preparest a table before me in 
the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

¶ God can make our enemies to be at peace with us. Proverbs 16:7 When a man's ways please the 
Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him.  

 

How to handle the Sandburs, Scorpions, & Snakes 
 
All of our friendships will have some sandburs. People are not perfect and you will need the discernment of 
the Lord to know how to handle that. 
 
You will make other friendships that turn out to be with people you should not be friends with. Sometimes 
you will have to decide NOT to be friends with some people. 
 
And if you have a friendship with someone that wants to hurt you on purpose; stop that friendship now. 

Because of Godôs love we have a command of God to be a living testimony to a lost world. 

1 John 3:23 And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one 
another, as he gave us commandment. 

It would be selfish not to share Jesusôs love with everyone; even our enemies. 

1 John 4:10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins. 

 

Activity/Worksheet Follows:   



Friendships can be good or bad.  

Be careful how you choose friends.  

Outline & Color these friends.   
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Buzzards  

Code of the West: Remember that Some 

Things are not for Sale  

Suggested Props: 

À Large Cardboard box labeled ñBUZZARDSò or with a picture on 
it of a buzzard. The clipart to the left here; works great. 
À Place in box items that have potential to ñSteal your blessingsò  
À Suggested Items range from  Pair of earplugs [to demo not 
listening]; Video Games-DVDs-CDs; Sports related items like Ball 
Gloves; Horse Tack; an action figure; a Television or IPAD or 
anything that has the potential to be used unadvisedly and become 
a problem in lives. 
À Close the box so no one knows what is in the box until you take 
out an item. 
À This message can be presented in an effective manner by 
interjecting the demonstration of shooing away the buzzards as you 
cover each ñbuzzardò that can steal a promise. Follow the Lordôs 
leading. 

Reference:  Genesis 15: 1-11 

Introduction: 

Buzzards are everywhere. 

They are in the jungle; they are on the prairie; they are along the highways, and are just waiting for the 

moment when their prey is either ñvery deadò or about to be. You just donôt see a buzzard attacking healthy 

animals often. Itôs like they are circling you, waiting for you to stumble. 

They are continually on the move, circling, watching for an opportunity to swoop down. 

I brought some things that represent BUZZARDS today. These buzzards have been around since the 

beginning of time, looking to steal all of Godôs promises from you. Letôs go back to Genesis 15 to see an 

occasion when buzzards were attacking an old saint in the Bible as they tried to steal the most precious 

thing in his life. 

Genesis 15:1, 5-7, 9-11 

1 After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and 
thy exceeding great reward. 

5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number 
them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. 

6 And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him for righteousness. 

7 And he said unto him, I am the Lord that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it. 



9 And he said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three 
years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon. 

10 And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst, and laid each piece one against another: but the 
birds divided he not. 

11 And when the fowls came down upon the carcases, Abram drove them away. 

God made a promise to Abraham. God said he would give him all of the Promised Land. 

He promised that Abraham would have a son and through this son, a great nation would be born. They 

would be a strong nation and a blessed nation. To seal this promise, God commanded Abraham to build an 

altar and offer a sacrifice that included several different animals.  

This is a sizeable offering laid out for the sacrifice. 

It drew a crowd.  A crowd of buzzards showed up to steal the sacrifice. When the buzzards 

swooped down they were planning on stealing Godôs promises from Abraham. He had to chase these 

buzzards off. Abraham was not about to let anything steal Godôs promises from him. 

God has made you some promises, too.  There is one place on the internet that says there are 

3573 promises in the Bible. There are lots of promises, the most important of which is the promise of 

eternal life to those that trust Jesus Christ as Savior.  

Likewise, there are Buzzards waiting to steal those promises at the first sign of weakness on your part.  

Buzzards may look like: 

¶ Disobedience 

¶ Bad attitudes 

¶ ME-FIRST-itis 

¶ Or the buzzards may be more visible like the ones in this box of Buzzards. 

I want Godôs promises, donôt you? Why would I settle for less? But we see it all the time; 

people trade the Promises of God for temporary buzzards. 

Message: 

[Set the box where people can see you take things out one at a time. Feel free to put your own ñbuzzardsò 

in the box; I am listing many of the common ones, but there are many more.] 

[Suggestion: Each time you finish talking about a Buzzard, then make the statement and swoosh your 

hands to push away the buzzard: Get out of here Buzzards. You canôt steal my promise!] 

Possible Buzzards: 



¶ Internet  The internet itself is not a buzzard; but it has buzzards available on it. You can use an 

IPAD or a Laptop to demonstrate this point.  

o Many parents have ñcontrolsò or ñfiltersò on the computer system at their homes to avoid 

some of these nasty websites. Of course there are sites that we all know should be avoided, 

but there are also other buzzards on there as well. Some are less obvious.  

o The internet can steal your time away. Educational sites are fun & interesting. Our grandkids 

love educational sites. You can play games while learning; what can be wrong with that?!  

o It can be habit forming. Have you ever been disobedient when your folks say: Finish that 

level and turn it off.  

¶ Disobedience is a buzzard. Suggest using the ear plugs.  

o Ask children what these are for?  

o And then explain that sometimes we ACT as though these were in our ears and ACT like we 

canôt hear our parents. 

¶ Bad attitudes come along with disobedience. Again the ear plugs can be used. 

¶ Violent and Bad Language Movies/Videos   

o Violence against all kinds of people; even men beating on women and trying to kill each 

other. These kind of movies/videos have no place in your life. 

o If you have been watching these kinds of movies or videos, then after a while when you see 

real violence and hear cursing it doesnôt bother you so much 

¶ Obsession with Games & Sports  Any time you put too much emphasis on games or sports or 

anything for that matter, it becomes your god or is becoming your god.  

o In church I hear people talking very enthusiastically about sports, but when you mention 

Godôs Word or mention that someone asked Jesus into their heart, then they lose interest 

and walk off. This happens way too often.  

o How could someone be called a Christian and be bored with their Savior but excited about a 

game?  

o If time spent watching or playing games is taking away from your school work or from 

your chores at home, then you have a buzzard on your hands! 

There are many other buzzards out there. I have only mentioned a few buzzards. You should be watching 

for the buzzards because they are out to rob you of Godôs promises. 

I am NOT talking about keeping rules here; I am talking about safeguards to keep you out of 

trouble. 

If you are saved, then the buzzards want to defeat you in your Christian walk. They would like to pull your 

attention away from Godôs Word and His plan for your life. They want to get you focused on cheap thrills 

that donôt satisfy you, but leave you craving for something else. 

If you are not saved, these buzzards want to keep you distracted from Godôs word. They want you to stay 

lost and on your way to a place called Hell.  

[We always talk about salvation as a ñmatter of factò so that it is in their minds; so that one day when the 

Holy Spirit speaks to their hearts, they are aware of the concept.] 



These buzzards wonôt point you toward Heaven. They canôt; itôs against their nature. They are 

appealing to your nature, your sin nature. Are you content to allow the buzzards to take Godôs promises 

from you or are you willing to chase them off like Abraham did? 

Worksheet/Activity Follows.   



Some GOOD things can be Buzzards in your life. Look 
at each of the pictures and discuss how it may or may 
not be a buzzard in your life . 
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One More Night with the Frogs 

Code of the West: Your Word is your Bond  

Suggested Props: 

À Buy small plastic frogs from a novelty supplier. Distribute on 
the seats/chairs before the audience enters. Have them all over 
the room.  
À Have a live bull frog in a bucket if you have access to one. 

Reference:  Exodus 8: 1-10 

 

Introduction: 

Have you ever been frog gigging? Did you know that some folks like to eat the hind legs of frogs? We grew 

up in the West and folks there liked to fry frog legs as a delicacy. 

In the old fairy tales we used to hear of the princess that kissed a frog; then the frog turned into a prince. Of 

course thatôs all make-believe, but it does make you think about what it would be like to kiss a frog. Frankly, 

that sounds pretty gross! 

Frogs are messy. They live in the mud. They make a mess in your hands if you pick them up. We used to 

have a dog that would try to play with frogs. They were so awful tasting that our dog would foam at the 

mouth, shake his head, and get grossed out when he got a frog 

in his mouth.   

Our dog was smart enough to spit the frog out immediately.  But I 

want to tell you about a King that was dumber than our dog. 

It all started with the Pharaoh of Egypt back in Moses time 

around 1500 BC. Seems there was this great Pharaoh of Egypt 

who could NOT keep his word. Every time he made a promise, 

you could just count on him breaking it.  

His word just didnôt mean anything. Over and over again, he 

would tell Moses and Aaron that he was getting ready to let the 

Hebrew slaves go; and then when it came time, heôd go back on 

his word. One of these times is in Exodus 8. 

Exodus 8:1-10 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Let my people go, that they 
may serve me. 

2 And if thou refuse to let them go, behold, I will smite all thy borders with frogs: 



3 And the river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, which shall go up and come into thine house, and into thy 
bedchamber, and upon thy bed, and into the house of thy servants, and upon thy people, and into thine ovens, and 
into thy kneadingtroughs: 

4 And the frogs shall come up both on thee, and upon thy people, and upon all thy servants. 

5 And the Lord spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch forth thine hand with thy rod over the streams, over the 
rivers, and over the ponds, and cause frogs to come up upon the land of Egypt. 

Here we have the account of Moses in Egypt speaking to Pharaoh. God sent Moses to tell Pharaoh ñLet 
my people go!ò  

Pharaoh refused several times and God sent miracles and plagues.  

The first miracle the rod of Moses turned into a snake, the second thing to happen, the river turned to 
blood, and the third is the frog plague. Letôs read verses 6-10. 

6 And Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt; and the frogs came up, and covered the land of Egypt. 

7 And the magicians did so with their enchantments, and brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt. 

8 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, Intreat the Lord, that he may take away the frogs from me, and 
from my people; and I will let the people go, that they may do sacrifice unto the Lord. 

9 And Moses said unto Pharaoh, Glory over me: when shall I intreat for thee, and for thy servants, and for thy people, 
to destroy the frogs from thee and thy houses that they may remain in the river only? 

10 And he said, Tomorrow. And he said, Be it according to thy word: that thou mayest know that there is none like 
unto the Lord our God. 

 Pharaoh was Covered in Frogs;  

-ÏÓÅÓ ÓÁÉÄ ÈÅȭÄ ÇÅÔ ÒÉÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍȢ  

(Å ÁÓËÅÄ 0ÈÁÒÁÏÈ ×ÈÅÎ ÈÅȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÏÇÓ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÖÅȢ  

Pharaoh answered: Tomorrow.  DUMB ANSWER!  

 

Pharaoh has some real issues. But his main problem is that he doesnôt believe Godôs Word as truth.  

He doesnôt believe Godôs Word is His bond. Consider the following: 

¶ I donôt think that Pharaoh believed God.  

o This is not as uncommon as you would think. A lot of people hear Godôs Word then decide 

not to believe it.  

o If only they would understand: God NEVER tells a lie! His Word is His bond. 

¶ Moses is up to the third miracle now and we see that Pharaoh still does not understand who he is 

dealing with. 

o Pharaoh is not arguing with Moses but rather with God, the Creator of the universe. 

¶ Pharaohôs own magicians were not helping anything. 

o Notice that after God brought the frogs out of the river and covered the land, that Pharaohôs 

magicians brought MORE frogs. 



o You would think they would be trying to get them back into the river instead! 

o They were just copy-cats. There will always be counterfeits of the real deal. 

¶ Pharaoh realizes that he has a real mess and that his magicians could not help, so he tells Moses 

that he will let the children of Israel go. 

o But was his word his bond? 

o Did he ever intend it to be? 

¶ Moses realizes that you canôt trust Pharaoh, that his word is not his bond, so he asks Pharaoh 

when he should tell God to take away the frogs. 

¶ You know what Pharaoh said? TOMORROW. 

 

 Why would anyone want one more night with the frogs? 

 

Be careful with your answer. We all have some sin or sins in our life that we know we should 

get rid of, but we put it off. We want to do it today and then we will repent of that sin tomorrow. 

Do you have a habit of telling lies to get out of trouble? Then your word is not your bond. 

Do you regularly tell a parent or teacher: That wonôt happen again; but then shortly thereafter you have 

gone back on your word? 

I want Godôs promises, donôt you? Why would I settle for less? People trade the Promises of 

God for another night with the frogs all the time. 

There was a time when a person would do everything in their 

power to keep their word. 

Youôd think that people would care about their reputation. 

But times have changed, and today it is common to have to remind folks 

repeatedly of their commitments because their word is not their bond.  

Summary: 

When your word is not your bond, then that is sin. And that will keep you from a close walk with the Lord.  

  



Activity/Worksheet Follows: 
 Read the statements to the Students; Have the student 
circle the frog if the statement applies to them. Do not 
circle any frogs that are not a problem for you; but circle 
the frogs that apply only. These are things to work on in 
your life. 

 
 

 
 
 

¶ WHEN ASKED TO CLEAN UP MY ROOM; I ALWAYS 

DO IT RIGHT AWAY. 

 

¶ DO I FIGHT WITH MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS? 

 

¶ I NEVER TELL A LIE. 

 

¶ I AM ALWAYS HELPFUL AND DO WHAT I AM TOLD. 

 

¶ THERE ARE A FEW THINGS I NEED TO WORK 

ON SO THAT THESE άFROGSέ 

ARE NOT IN MY LIFE. 

  



 
Message #4 or as Stand-Alone Message 
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Settinô Things Right 

Code of the West: Finish what you Start  
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Settinô Things Right  

Code of the West: Finish what 

you Start  

Reference:  2 Kings 2: 1-11 

Introduction: 

In the West the term ñcowboyò means a person of good character and integrity.  

Growing up in Southwest Oklahoma I often heard: Finish what you start.  

In 2 Kings we read about the end of a great manôs life. He started out in a time of great trouble when evil 

ruled the land. But this did not keep him from stepping up and facing down a powerful King and the evil 

God hating, idol worshipping Queen.  

His finish was dramatic; he finished as a champion of God; and he literally rode off into the sky instead of 

into the sunset.  

The Message and the Start: 

Read 2 Kings 2: 11 And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of 

fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.. 

King Ahab and Queen Jezebel reigned over Israel in dark times. Jezebel had brought Baal worship to 

Israel; ordered the priests of God killed; then she worshiped the idol Baal as her god. 

But God sends one of the greatest prophets of the Old Testament, Elijah, to meet face to face with the 

wicked King Ahab and tell him that he is about to pray that the rain will stop for 3 ½ years.  

Wow! What a start! 1 Kings 17:1 

Elijah commits to start something that would be impossible for him to do alone; but God said do it. 

Can Elijah do what he says? Can he finish what he starts? 

  Get Started Right; Do what you are supposed to do. 

Elijah started his ministry with a powerful miracle. 

¶ Elijah knew what God had told him. Therefore, he was not afraid. 

¶ How about your stand for God now?  

¶ When others make fun of someone, do you?  



  Do your Best even if no one ever knows it! 

If you commit to do something no matter how big or how small the job, you should do your best! 

When a cowboy built a fence on the ñback fortyò he would string it straight and tight.  

He didnôt do it to brag about his skill at fence building! He did it to keep the livestock where they belonged 

and he did it so the fence would last.  

He did it even when no one would ever see! 

Elijah was given the power to control the weather, but it did not make him proud or cocky.  

¶ God did MANY miracles through Elijah besides this one where he holds back the rain.  He even 

raised a young child from the dead.  

¶ Each time we see God accomplish a miracle through Elijah, we also see that it was because he had 

obeyed, followed through on even the smaller things God told him to do.  

¶ He consistently obeyed God, no matter what he felt like doing. 

¶ Want to do mighty things for God?  

¶ Do you follow through, that is, do you obey completely even when you think it is hard?  

If you say you are going to clean your room, then you should do so COMPLETELY and do the very best 

that you can. 

After dinner are you expected to carry your empty plate to the kitchen sink perhaps? Do you remember or 

do you get distracted?   

Obedience is doing your best! Remembering your duty or your chore is doing your best.  

If you say you will finish ANY task or chore or job, then you should do so COMPLETELY and do the very 

best that you can.  

But what if itôs a job you donôt want to do? Like what if you get told to clean up something not so pleasant, 

like cleaning out the horse stall? Then you still should do it to the very best that you can! 

James 4:10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. 

Follow Godôs Plan without Question:  Obedience to Godôs Authority in your life. 

Three and a half years after Elijah had announced the beginning of the drought, God tells him to announce 

itôs over and the rain is going to come. But Ahab and Jezebel still are not sorry for their sin or their 

disobedience to God. Instead, they go right on living like nothing had happened. 

God is not pleased and wants to show the people of Israel who the one true God is.  

Elijah hears from God. This next miracle takes faith and dependence upon God and His Word. Elijah had to 

follow through without questioning God.  

¶ Elijah calls for the 450 prophets of Baal to bring a sacrifice to Mt. Carmel. 

¶ Elijahôs odds are one prophet of God vs. 450 prophets of Baal. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+4:10&version=KJV

